Ivan Fail
October 25, 1936 - October 5, 2019

Ivan Lee Fail was born October 25, 1936, to Ivan Junior and Helen Bernice Fail, in
Neodesha, Kansas and passed away October 5, 2019, surrounded by family, friends, and
loving caregivers. Services are being handled by Adams Funeral home in Nixa, Missouri.
The oldest of four children, he worked with his father on the large family farm and
attended Green Valley and Three Mounds Schools and Altoona, Kansas Rural High
School. He enjoyed guns, fishing, and animals. He talked about his horses, dogs and a
strange-looking cat that joined him on a walk one day; a cat that turned out to be a skunk.
As a teen, he endeared himself to local law enforcement by punching the Mayor, upsetting
outhouses, and, tied to his car, dragged a 55-gallon drum barrel noisily down the cobbled
brick streets of Chanute.
In the Marine Corp for 3 years in the 1950’s, he operated amphibious vehicles while
stationed in Japan. One of his most treasured memories was a training exercise that took
him to Iwo Jima, where he felt he was walking in the footsteps of heroes. After his
honorable discharge, he entered the Federal Bureau of Prisons as a correctional officer
and worked in Lompoc, CA and Leavenworth, KS before the Medical Center for Federal
Prisoners, in Springfield, MO, retiring in 1989.
He worked double shifts at the prison, and it was during this time that he started writing
poetry about mishaps at “the Joint”. He wrote about inmates finding booze on the grounds,
Larry Ellingsworth stealing food off the inmates’ cart, and numerous other pranks. He felt
that his fellow MCFP employees were his brothers and sisters and relished in the respect
of many of those at the MCFP, save for the ill-humored wardens and the notorious Mafia
hit-man, Harold “Kayo” Konigsberg. He never met a fight that he didn’t want a part in, and
usually supported the underdog. A formula he passed down to his daughters, he won his
battles with meticulous research and timing paired with unreserved tenacity, ultimately
blasting his cause “in the court of public opinion”.
He was united in marriage in 1965 to Myra Mitchell of Nixa, and Lora and Daphne were

born to them. They attended the Church of Christ in Nixa, Ozark, and Springfield and
relationships with his church families were intact until his death. One of his happiest
events was the birth of his only grandchild, Denver. Though they divorced years later, they
attended the funerals of one another’s parents. At Granny Fail’s service, Grandpa Fail told
Myra, “The only good thing about this is seeing you again.” If Grandma Mitchell knew that
Ivan was going to come to her funeral, she wouldn’t have died.
After retiring from the MCFP, wanderlust gripped Ivan and he drove over-the-road for CFI
and others. Seeing the entire country and experiencing the various cultures throughout the
U.S. fulfilled his restless nature. The highways and drivers of New York and Philadelphia
earned his disdain, and he preferred the familial and gracious people at the southern
border and Mexico. Coffee shop waitresses (really, most ladies along the Rio Grande)
blessed with long lush black hair and onyx eyes were spared no cheesy one-liners and
were candidates for his next poem. He loved the food, the vibrancy, and the friendliness of
those he met south of the border and admired their happiness despite challenging
conditions. He often ventured away from his home in Sparta and showed up unannounced
to visit Lora at work. Bearing groceries and gifts, he enjoyed his freedom out and about,
meeting old girlfriends for coffee, and flirting with strangers.
His greatest passion was writing poetry. Frequent subjects were his daughters, pretty
Mexican ladies, and the embarrassment of friends, which often required an apology. Most
of his writing was focused on the military, members of the armed forces, and WW2 era
warplanes. He was deeply honored when a congressman requested permission to enter
one into the Congressional record, and his poems have been printed on programs and
read at the opening ceremonies of air shows. He was flattered to learn that Charlton
Heston purchased a copy of his favorite one. He submitted to various blogs and selfpublished a compilation of the poems and prison stories, “Penitentiary Politics, Pranks and
Poetry”.
The last three years of his life were spent with around-the-clock care and protection after
his daughters successfully and necessarily petitioned Cedar County Probate Court to
place him under legal guardianship. Unfortunately, by the time they broke through
obstructions, his health condition was irreversible and his inheritance unrecoverable which
would have provided for a more comfortable level of care.
Our dad was preceded in death by his parents and a sister, Iva June, whom he adored
and grieved the time lost with her. He is survived by his daughters, Lora Louderback of
Nixa, Daphne Freise and husband Tim of North Wales, PA, one grandson, Denver
Louderback of Palisade, CO, two brothers, John Fail of Thayer, KS and Larry Fail of

Littleton, CO, and cousins, nieces and nephews.
A special thanks to the most attentive caregivers at Ozark Riverview Manor, including, but
not limited to Christina, Crystal, Tamra, Richard, Karyn, Jessica, Ada, Ali, and Good
Shepherd Hospice RN Sheryl. For their unending support, patience, and shoulders for
Lora, and for always having a free bedroom for Daphne’s trips to attend court, a million
hugs to Randy and Myra Massey. To Olive Talley, So many thanks for the hours of advice
and guidance and unfailing support.
The family wishes to recognize as honorary pallbearers Larry Ellingsworth, Steven
Pulliam, Gary Amstutz, Jerry Gilley, Denny Walsh, Dwain Stoops, Ralph Davidson, and
Randy Massey.
Visitation will be from 5:00–7:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 9, in Adams Funeral Home,
Nixa. A graveside service with full military honors will be held at 11 a.m. Thursday,
October 10, 2019 at Missouri Veterans Cemetery, Springfield, under direction of Adams
Funeral Home, Nixa.
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9

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Adams Funeral Home Nixa, Missouri
109 North Truman Boulevard, Nixa, Missouri, MO, US, 65714

OCT
10

Graveside Service

11:00AM

Missouri Veterans Cemetery
5201 S. Southwood Road, Springfield, MO, US

Comments

“

My father, Jack Ho)libaugh; Bernice Fail's step brother held Ivan, or as he knew him
"Bumpy" in the highest regard.
I've seen Bumpy a few times over the years, once on a trip to the family farm, at the
funeral of my grandparents, once when he visited PA soon after marriage and the
birth of his first daughter, at his brother Larry's home and a most enjoyable time
when he was loading at.a warehoise in York, PA.
Bumpy called while waiting for his load and we went to dinner. At dinner, we had
wonderful conversation of family, life and angus beef.
As I've now, in my sixties, shed the confines of the business world for hours behind
the wheel of my own semi, I think of Bumpy frequently. I know we have been to many
of the same places and have had many of the same "on the road" experiences.
I'll cherish my memories of Bumpy always. I extend my deepest sympathies to his
imediate family members as well as to all that mourn their loss.
Good men are made greater by influencing those that they cross paths with in life.
Bumpy was made great by his touch.

Jack Hollibaugh - October 09, 2019 at 07:16 PM

“

Hi Jack, this is Lora, Ivan's oldest daughter. Dad spoke of you and the Hollibaugh family
often. Dad and his 2nd wife disappeared on us about 5 years ago and we were finally
allowed to be notified of his whereabouts and health. He was in a nursing home about a 45
minute drive from Nixa, MO where I live. This was in late April of 2016. My younger sister,
Daphne and her husband, Tim Freise have lived in PA, I think South Wales? Sorry, senior
moment there! Anyway, just a few miles from Philly and John (Jack) Fail's daughter, Kim
and her husband Ritch Larsh were living more in the western area of PA until very recently.
In the past 3 1/2 years Dad often asked where they were all living and every time I
answered that question he wanted to know if they'd been in touch with the Hollibaugh
family. I know that we would all love to keep in touch. Kim and her husband are now in OK,
but hopefully Daphne can find time to visit soon. I am severely deaf and don't like phones
much. But my email address is Lora.Louderback@gmail.com and I'd love to stay in contact.
Thank you so much for your words and please know that dad spoke often of you
specifically and of the entire Hollibaugh family. He spoke of our trip to see you also.
Lora J Louderback - October 10, 2019 at 08:51 AM

“

Mitchell Robinson purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the family of Ivan Fail.

Mitchell Robinson - October 09, 2019 at 05:06 PM

“

Shirley Hollibaugh-Wygant lit a candle in memory of Ivan Fail

Shirley Hollibaugh-Wygant - October 09, 2019 at 09:43 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ivan Fail.

October 08, 2019 at 08:20 PM

