Ted Harris
September 4, 1930 - November 24, 2019

Ted Arlen Harris, 89, passed away November 24 in his home in Nixa, Missouri after a long
battle with Alzheimer’s Disease.
Ted Harris was a kind and Godly man who was a faithful follower of Christ, a devoted
husband, a loving Father, an outstanding performer, and a dedicated teacher. He was
born to John Dwight and Dolly Irene Harris on September 4, 1930 in Muncie, Indiana. He
met Carol Jean Ginn at William Jewell College where the two were an integral part of the
Music Department. Ted and Carol were married on November 22, 1952, and had recently
celebrated their 67th Wedding Anniversary. Their marriage was a testimony to their love
for each other and for their Lord! It was a long and happy marriage that was blessed with
six children, one grandson, and four great grandchildren.
Ted’s occupation was a lifetime of service to the Lord as a full-time music professor and
voice teacher at Oklahoma Baptist University, Southwest Baptist University, and Missouri
State University as well as Interim Music Ministry in numerous Baptist and Local
Churches.
Ted was an outstanding performer and vocal coach. He was equally adept at singing
Opera, Broadway, or Jazz and his performance career reflected as much. Ted toured
regularly with Jerome Hines of the NY Metropolitan Opera, singing the role of Eliakim in I
Am The Way, and also serving as Hines’ understudy in the role of Christ. Among his many
performances was the leading role of Emile De Becque (South Pacific), Captain Von
Trapp (The Sound of Music), Gaylord Ravenal (Show Boat), Harold Hill (The Music Man)
and featured soloist for many Oratorios and Symphonic Performances. In 1989, Ted gave
a brilliant performance as Tevye in The Fiddler on the Roof, where he was able to share
the stage with his own “Golde”, Carol.
Although Ted’s performances were always magnetic and polished, some of his best work
was accomplished in his voice studio at OBU, SBU, and MSU. It was there that Ted
trained a future New York Metropolitan Opera Singer, a future Southern Gospel Standout,
an Academy of Country Music best new artist nominee, and numerous future Ministers of

Music and Music Educators. His dedication to his students was obvious as he helped
them develop their talent. His legacy will be seen in the generations of students that took
their God-given talent into the churches, schools, and onto the stages of America and the
World.
Ted was preceded in death by his daughter, Brenda Kay, his son Jeffrey Scott, and his
parents John Dwight and Dolly Irene. He is survived by his wife, Carol, sister, Nancy, two
sons, Greg and Mark (Lisa), two daughters, Kristine and Kathleen (Ben), one grandson,
Kessler (Stephanie), and four great-grandchildren, Kasey Ann Marie, Kerrigan Porter,
Kordelia Rose and Kessler Emerson, Jr.
Although we know that he is rejoicing in the presence of the Lord, he is already and will
continue to be greatly missed!
Memorial services for Ted will be held at 1:00 pm, Saturday, December 14, 2019, at South
Haven Baptist Church, 2353 S Campbell Ave, Springfield, MO. A private family burial will
occur at some time in the future in the Maysville, MO cemetery where Ted will receive
military honors for his service in the Army during the Korean War.
In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Southwest Baptist University Music
Department or the Alzheimer’s Association.
Cremation was under direction of Adams Funeral Home, Nixa.

Comments

“

I got the privilege of meeting Ted and his loving family and I have never ever met
such amazing loving people ... Sending prayers and hugs for the family... Janette
Rust

Janette rust - December 06, 2019 at 11:56 PM

“

There are not enough words to explain the impact that Ted Harris had on my life and
many others. There are countless numbers of people who today are still using the
talents that Mr. Harris taught us. As a student at SBU (SWBC) I had no direction in
life as to what I wanted to do, what I wanted to be, or where I wanted to go, but
because of Mr. Harris I quickly learned that music would play a major role in my life
and still does to this very day. Mr. Harris had such compassion for his students and
his support to us was beyond measure. What a privilege it was to be one of his
students and to be in his choral groups. For many of us he made us into something
that we would have never dreamed of being. For me it was a vocalist, a choral
director, and one who relies on music to make it from day to day. Mr. Harris you are
now singing and performing with the best in your heavenly home, and most likely
directing the choir. My prayers are for the family and their loss. Please know that Mr.
Harris helped shape the lives of many of the people and students that he was
associated with over years and we will miss him and always be indebted to him.

Kent Davis - December 05, 2019 at 10:54 PM

“

I could never express how grateful I am to God for the huge role this man played in
my life. I was a pretty crazy character in my days as a college student at SBU, trying
to discover what all I was supposed to be doing next in my life. It was Ted Harris who
patiently; graciously; and creatively invested himself as my voice teacher; counselor,
and friend. He was a kindred spirit, and he loved the Lord; his life; his music; his
family; his students; and..... he loved to laugh! (I think maybe that was just one
reason we were “kindred spirits”). I am so happy for Ted that he gets to experience
heaven now, and sing with the angels, but sad to have to do without his radiant life
here on earth. The memories are so sweet. Thank you, Ted Harris for making such
an impact on my life. Prayers for Carol,(Thank you for sharing Ted with so many of
us through the years), and prayers for the whole family.

Kevin Day - December 05, 2019 at 12:38 PM

“

The best testament to the person Ted was is the incredible woman he chose to
spend his life with and the children he raised. They are all wonderful examples of
love without conditions and absolute acceptance. Those combined with absolute
faith in God's love is a precious gift not to be taken lightly.

Lisa Auten - December 05, 2019 at 01:30 AM

“

Ted Harris was the reason I came to SBU. He was such a kind, caring, Christlike
man. My voice lessons during my freshman year were very much counseling
sessions. I learned to use my voice, but I also gained confidence and felt like I
belonged at SBU. Even though I was not a music major, he invested heavily in my
life. My family has been blessed by Ted, Carol and the whole family! May God bless
and comfort you.
Bob Glasgow

Bob Glasgow - December 03, 2019 at 11:18 AM

“

Thank you Bob for those beautiful kind words. The Glasgow family has been precious to us
for years.
Carol Harris - December 04, 2019 at 10:43 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Ted Harris.

December 02, 2019 at 05:12 PM

“

I was so fortunate and blessed to have Ted Harris as my voice teacher for 4 years at
SBU(SWBC). He taught me so much about singing and being an encourager. I
vividly remember singing in his studio with his resonant bass voice gently coaching
the best sounds out of me. It was an extra blessing to return to SBU as a vocal
instructor and serve the Lord and students as a colleague of Ted's. I loved reading
about the many things he did and roles he sang. My prayers are with Carol and his
family.

Cheryl Burnidge Halver - December 01, 2019 at 06:47 PM

“

While I was a student at SBU, Ted Harris was the most patient voice coach ever for
this chest voice singing, no upper register, allergy-ridden, loud alto, choir teacher
wannabe. I will never forget the day in lessons my sophomore year when I had a
major breakthrough with my high range and I started crying tears of joy - because I
had FINALLY found my “big girl voice.” Mr. Harris towered over me (not many people
do) and gave me the biggest bear hug while boisterously laughing in his big,
booming, bass voice. So thankful for his joyful, gracious, and encouraging coaching.
Prayers of peace and comfort to Mrs. Harris and the rest of his family.

Regina Grannemann Kellogg - December 01, 2019 at 05:56 PM

“

Such sad news. One of the two men I credit with my love for singing and good vocal
technique. An incredible influence on my life, and a wonderful friend of my late
father-in-law, Harold Pottenger. Ted is the reason I became serious about singing
and later pursued an MM in voice at SMU and an opera career. I loved this man, his
teaching style, and his encouragement for me through my four years as his voice
student. Love and miss you, Ted!

David Watson - November 30, 2019 at 11:47 PM

“

I absolutely loved this man. I had the privilege of having him as a voice teacher at
SBU and loved every minute! He taught me how to get my voice out of a little body!
FOCUS! That guy always has a special place in my heart, as I'm sure he does with
all of his voice students!

Rachel Goodwin-Patterson - November 30, 2019 at 11:01 PM

“

I love this man. Because of him I remained a music student. I felt so beneath my
friends at SBU who all seemed to excel at everything musical and he sensed that
one day. Called me into his office and with the grace that only someone filled with
Christ could do he helped me continue and finish strong. I praise and thank God for
every thought of him.

Raynard Brown - November 30, 2019 at 10:46 PM

“

I always enjoyed hearing Mr. Harris sing the Lord's prayer in chapel at SBU!! I really
enjoyed and learned so much from him, when i had him for voice class.
My prayers and hugs to the family!! I can imagine him singing in heaven,completely
healed now!!

Deanna Carroll - November 30, 2019 at 08:43 PM

“

He was my voice teacher at OBU..such an EXCELLENT teacher!! Prayers are with
the family...Heaven gained a jewel..!

Phyllis (Dixon) Close - November 30, 2019 at 06:43 PM

“

A great man is not only remembered for who he was but also for the influence he had
on those left behind. Ted’s students are a cut above because of his teaching and his
GREAT influence on their lives. Thank you Ted, SBU, and most of all Jesus for
allowing Ted in my life.

Greg Spradley - November 30, 2019 at 03:04 PM

“

I have warm memories of Dr. Harris when he worked at SBU. He influenced so many
people. God used him in beautiful ways. My sincere condolences to the family. Beth
Baker Grabowski

Beth Grabowski - November 30, 2019 at 05:23 AM

“

I consider it an honor, privilege and blessing to have been a voice student of Ted at
SBU. I have used what he taught in church music for the last 45 years. Ted Harris is
Home! May God's love, peace and comfort be with the Harris family.

Bill Gravely - November 29, 2019 at 09:23 AM

“

Ted touched the lives of thousands with his voice and his love and caring for his
students. All can remember his leading the student body in the musical rendition of
the Lord’s Prayer and the sense of awe and reverence after the last “Amen.”

Twila Smith - November 28, 2019 at 09:12 PM

“

As one of those countless students, and later a faculty colleague, I can attest to the
incredible, awe-inspiring beauty of the way he used the gift of his instrument to lead us all
to the very foot of the throne. What a vessel he allowed himself to be. Forever in my heart
and soul.
Paul Thomlinson - November 29, 2019 at 10:58 PM

“

Wonderful man, Christian, voice teacher, encourager, friend to all SWBC students who
joyfully served the Lord and others. Loved his laugh and smile.
Dan Ridley - November 30, 2019 at 09:22 AM

“

He was my voice teacher at SBU. He was so kind and generous. He had such a gift
from God in that beautiful voice he had. I loved to hear him sing. He was helping me
learn my pieces in German and would sing with me. My love and sympathy go out to
your family.

Linda Vernon - November 27, 2019 at 08:56 PM

